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NEW DATES FOR EXPANDED AS-I TRAINING course

Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) announces two new dates for the Certified AS-Interface Engineer Course of 6-7th October 2005 and 16-17th January 2006.

The course, which is accredited by the AS-Interface Expert Alliance, now runs over 1½ days and has been significantly expanded to include material on the V3.0 standard, installation, fault finding and the use of diagnostic tools such as analysers and oscilloscopes.

Using a hands-on, practical approach engineers learn how to use AS-i intelligent sensors, actuators and remote I/O in the most efficient and effective way, and see how to integrate AS-i into higher-level fieldbuses. Delegates also build, configure and exercise their own AS-i system from scratch. 

The course also includes an overview of the AS-i ‘Safety at Work’ profile which allows AS-Interface networks to be used in safety-critical systems such as emergency stop and machine protection systems. High standards of competency are ensured by written and practical tests. Successful graduates receive a ‘Certified AS-i Engineer’ certificate.

The course is designed for engineers and technicians who are involved in the planning and installation of fieldbus networks. No previous knowledge of AS-i is required. However, even experienced fieldbus engineers will gain valuable knowledge on how to get the best from the technology.

The course costs £545 per person (£475 for AS-Interface Expert Alliance members). For more information on content or an application form contact Adrian Chesney at AS-Interface UK or register on-line at 
www.as-interface.co.uk
---Ends---

AS-Interface Expert Alliance member companies are:  Belcom UK, Burkert Fluid Control Systems, Bihl + Weidermann GmbH, IMI Norgren, Johnson Matthey, Kinetrol, H. Kuhnke Ltd. LC Automation Ltd, Manchester Metropolitan University, Siemens Automation & Drives, Sigmapi Systems Ltd, Tyco International, WAGO

Contact: Geoff Hodgkinson or Adrian Chesney, 

AS-Interface Expert Alliance, 1, West Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4DH

Tel: 01329 511882; Fax: 01329 512063; 

info@as-interface.co.uk;  www.as-interface.com

More about ASi 

AS-i provides superior networking benefits at the lowest level of the automation hierarchy, where it is ideally matched to the needs of binary sensors, actuators and similar devices in automation networks controlled by PLC and PC ‘masters’. AS-i is a highly cost-effective solution for automating factory and process control systems. Analogue devices can also be connected. Data and power are carried over a single cable up to a distance of 100m (300m with repeaters) and up to 62 active ‘slaves’ or 468 passive binary devices can be connected.   A unique connection system is used: the cable is specially profiled so it cannot be mis-connected; this laid into a shaped groove in the ‘user module’ and as a cover is screwed down, pins pierce the cable to make connection with the twin conductors. The cable self-heals on disconnection so changes are simple.  AS-i is ideal as a low-level networking system for digital devices and there are many gateways products allowing AS-i signals to be taken into higher level fieldbuses or even Industrial Ethernet. A special development called AS-i Safety at Work (more commonly called AS-i Safe) allows safety devices such as light curtains to work alongside standard AS-i devices on the same network for supervising safety systems. A version of AS-i is also under development for back panel wiring switches and indicators. 
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