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ASi-tech 2004 CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

A special Installation Workshop is just one of the highlights of the ASi-tech 2004 Conference programme announced today by AS-Interface UK. The 2004 events held at Durham County Cricket Club on March 2nd and Gloucestershire Cricket Club on March 4th will host a full day of seminars (same papers at both venues) that will include topics such as the integration of AS-Interface with higher-level fieldbuses, Process industry integration and networked Safety standards. 

The free of charge technical conference will cover the basics of AS-Interface technology, application issues for AS-Interface in the factory automation and process control industries as well as a renewed look at networked safety systems including the lastest developments with AS-Interface Safety at Work. 

The installation workshop held after lunch will address the importance of getting both the mechanical and electrical parts of AS-Interface correct particularly if you’re integrating a Safety at Work network. Seminars at the event will include:

· Keynote speech: Trends and developments in industrial networking, including Industrial Ethernet.

· Introduction to AS-Interface Technology 

· Integrating AS-Interface into higher level systems

· Application 1: Process industry, with focus on integration

· Application 2: Factory Automation

· INSTALLATION WORKSHOP

· Installing Safety at Work devices 

· Networked Safety: Standards and Regulations

· New Safety Monitor

· Safety application: Manchester Airport, business benefits 
A full programme can be found on the website at www.as-interface.com/asi-tech_2004.asp
ASi-tech 2004 will again feature an Exhibition with AS-Interface members showing their latest products and solutions. AS-i UK member companies taking part are Bihl+Wiedermann, Burkert Fluid Control Systems, Fortress Interlocks, ifm electronic, LC Automation, Manchester Metropolitan University, Phoenix Contact, and Siemens Automation & Drives.
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More about ASi 

AS-i provides superior networking benefits at the lowest level of the automation hierarchy, where it is ideally matched to the needs of binary sensors, actuators and similar devices in automation networks controlled by PLC and PC ‘masters’. AS-i is a highly cost-effective solution for automating factory and process control systems. Analogue devices can also be connected. Data and power are carried over a single cable up to a distance of 100m (300m with repeaters) and up to 62 active ‘slaves’ or 468 passive binary devices can be connected.   A unique connection system is used: the cable is specially profiled so it cannot be mis-connected; this laid into a shaped groove in the ‘user module’ and as a cover is screwed down, pins pierce the cable to make connection with the twin conductors. The cable self-heals on disconnection so changes are simple.  AS-i is ideal as a low-level networking system for digital devices and there are many gateways products allowing AS-i signals to be taken into higher level fieldbuses or even Industrial Ethernet. A special development called AS-i Safety at Work (more commonly called AS-i Safe) allows safety devices such as light curtains to work alongside standard AS-i devices on the same network for supervising safety systems. A version of AS-i is also under development for back panel wiring switches and indicators. 
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