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GARRETTCOM ADDS MANAGED FIBRE SWITCH TO 
INDUSTRIAL ETHERNET RANGE

Switch offers high-versatility and configurability for industrial applications

GarrettCom’s new Magnum 6K25 Managed Fibre Switch offers extreme configurability in a compact package, designed for industrial Ethernet LAN applications such as plantwide networking or area control. Offering up to 24 built-in fibre or copper ports, with optional 1Gb fibre uplink capability, the Magnum 6K25 allows industrial users to take advantage of fibre’s inherent noise immunity and extended distance support without the need for expensive, space-consuming media converters. A key part of the product is the Managed Networks Software (MNS) package that provides switch management, monitoring and security, allowing a wide variety of operational conditions to be configured in the field. 

Magnum 6K25 is a 1U rack-mount product which is part of the fast-expanding Magnum Industrial Ethernet range from GarrettCom.   It provides the same ‘modular convenience’ as other Magnum products, in that ports are physically configured from a range of modules, which are slotted into the front panel spaces. Modules are available for Gigabit Ethernet, RJ-45 connectors and 10MB fibre as well as the full range of 100MB fibre connectors - ST, SC, MTRJ, and LC. It uses the new small form factor (SFF) fibre ports to provide 100MB fibre at the same port density as RJ-45 connectors. 

MNS (Managed Networks Software) provides management services for monitoring, configuring and controlling switch operations, either remotely via a telnet service over the Ethernet or from a locally connected terminal.  In industrial applications this means that switches can be configured manually in the field, or from the control room via the plant-wide LAN.  Services include basic switch management using Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) and Remote Monitoring (RMON protocol).  A variety of VLAN configurations can be set up for high security services. Also available are utilities such as port mirroring for network troubleshooting, password and port security for intruder protection, and SNTP network timekeeping.   Quality of Service (QoS) features include 802.1p traffic prioritisation for applications involving audio and video streaming.

Magnum 6K25 has 8MB packet buffers to ensure high performance even with unbalanced loads. Store-and-forward switching filters faulty packets to maximize throughput during peak traffic loads. Like all Magnum LAN Ethernet products, the Magnum 6K25 Switch extended operating temperature range, rack-mounting and high availability, with a choice of AC worldwide power, and dual-source 125 VDC, 24 VDC, or -48 VDC power. Conformal coating is an option for protecting circuitry from exposure to high humidity and dust.
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More about GarrettCom: GarrettCom designs, manufactures, and markets Ethernet LAN products for telecommunications and industrial applications. GarrettCom markets its products through a network of resellers, OEMs, system integrators, and international distributors. GarrettCom is headquartered in Fremont, California, and employs 70 people. It has its UK base in Gosport, Hampshire. The company credo is ‘Ethernet at its best’ and it concentrates on high added-value Ethernet connectivity for mission-critical and remote locations. It has a complete line of fibre LAN capabilities and offers quality products to resellers, SIs, OEMs, distributors and end users.  GarrettCom’s latest Magnum product line capitalises on the vast experience of office networking applications, allowing the company to expand its presence in the Industrial Ethernet market with a unique set of feature-rich industrial products. 

Photograph: Magnum 6K25, showing how front panel connectors are configured 
in slots of 4 to suit a variety of Ethernet media
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