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LEVEL ACQUISITION EXTENDS INSTRUMENTATION RANGE

Series 80/81 purchase from ABB breathes new life into long-established products

Northamptonshire-based Lee-Dickens has acquired two families of conductivity and capacitance level probes from ABB Automation Ltd.

Series 80 and Series 81 families originated with the Fielden company in 1978 and are used in applications ranging from solids handling to process control and from bore holes to tank farms. The two ranges were acquired by ABB Automation via the Foster Cambridge and Kent companies.  Lee-Dickens has purchased all stock, goodwill and current order books. Manufacturing and test facilities have been transferred to Lee-Dickens’ Desborough site.  

Existing orders are now being met from Desborough and new orders are already being accepted so there will be no interruption to business, says Gyles Dickens, Sales and Marketing Director of Lee-Dickens. “We are pleased to have acquired these ranges because they add significantly to our portfolio and are a perfect complement to our other process products, which cover temperature, pressure and load instrumentation as well as signal conditioning.  Series 80/81 are both well known in many industries for their dependability, robustness and cost-effectiveness. They offer considerable customisation potential in terms of materials, lengths, sizes, etc and we believe we are in an ideal position to support and grow that kind of market. We anticipate that the acquisition will add considerably to our turnover and secure further UK manufacturing jobs.” 

Lee-Dickens will support all existing customers and are now actively promoting both ranges. ABB is providing background support for Lee-Dickens during the transition period.  New investment is promised to enhance the performance and capability of many models. “Customers can be assured we will support continued production and indeed investment in the Series 80/81 technologies,” said Dickens. “We are also planning some developments that should provide increased benefits for users and stimulate new applications. ‘Smart’ interfaces are top of this list.”

Series 80 is capacitance-based level technology. The familiar Tektor range of switches and the Telstor range of transmitters are available in rod, rope, brush and flexible forms for applications as diverse as solids level measurement and tank farm level measurements.  The conductivity-based Series 81 switches - better known as NoFlote – can be used in a variety of applications ranging from water, sewage and dilute acids in tanks. The NoFlote technology also suits borehole measurements. 

Ends

Picture:  Cheers! Gyles Dickens, Sales and marketing Director of Lee-Dickens, with the new range of Series 80/81 level probes and switches, which have been acquired from ABB Automation and are now being manufactured by Lee-Dickens.

Lee-Dickens supplies process instrumentation and telemetry/SCADA solutions to industry and aerospace. Based in Desborough, near Kettering, Northants, it was established in 1962 and is well-known for its Alphabet, AlphaDIN and MicroDIN ranges of modules for signal conditioning, transmission, measurement and control. Lee Dickens’ system division offers the Sitewatch NT range of SCADA and telemetry solutions for monitoring remote installations over wireless, telephone, dedicated lines and the Internet. Applications include water distribution and airport monitoring for radar systems.   
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