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‘FIELDGATE’ LINKS FIELDBUSES TO ETHERNET
Provides simple integration of up to three fieldbus systems into IE networks 
With the new FieldGate module, Softing offers a family of rail-mounted gateway solutions enabling fieldbus networks to link directly with Industrial Ethernet. 

FieldGate makes it easy to connect enterprise-wide office and IT networks with automation systems at the plant floor level where fieldbuses are now common. Currently, FieldGate is available with connectivity for PROFIBUS, CAN, CANopen, DeviceNet and FOUNDATION Fieldbus.  Each FieldGate module has up to three ports for the selected fieldbus, providing Ethernet connectivity for up to three independent networks. Compact design, low cost and self-configuration ensure that FieldGate can be added easily to existing communications structures to extend existing networks or integrate new ones. 
As well as allowing direct data exchange between network hierarchies, FieldGate can provide a link from a higher level PC or central workstation to support tasks such as network configuration, device parameterization, diagnosis and production data acquisition. In effect FieldGate allows a high level computer to ‘see’ a single network structure right down to I/O devices on the plant floor.

FieldGate supports Ethernet transfer rates of 100Mbits/s and 10 Mbits/s. Protection class IP20 is met. Because of its compact structure, FieldGate fits easily into narrow switch cabinets. Voltage supply is 
24 V DC. 

For convenient integration into PC networks, a range of suitable OPC Servers is available. In addition, an integrated Web server offers Internet functionality for extra support during commissioning and service.
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Picture:  A picture, called PROFIgate-1.jpg, showing FieldGate against an industrial background, is available electronically from www.ggh.co.uk/clients.htm
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Softing overview: Softing, founded in 1979, is based in Munich and employs approximately 150 development engineers. It is widely regarded as one of the leading automation software companies in the world though its contribution to technology has mainly been ‘behind the scenes’.  Softing’s origins lie in automotive electronics but in recent years it has focussed on industrial automation and played a significant role in developing international automation Standards such as PROFIBUS, FOUNDATION Fieldbus, OPC and IEC 61131-3. It has also developed a variety of control and automation packages which are sold under well-known brand names in the process automation arena.  Capitalising on this background Softing launched 4CONTROL in 1998, based entirely on open, standard technologies offering powerful, cost-effective and versatile solutions for process, factory and building automation applications.  4CONTROL is browser-based and Internet-friendly with many automated features that make it very easy to configure, use and integrate. A Synergy Partner Program that is both product- and applications-based includes SAP integration, Energy Management software, Remote I/O and Motion Control, enabling 4CONTROL to be a full system solution capable of working enterprise-wide. Softing also supplies CAN, CANOpen and DeviceNet cards, OPC Servers, PROFIBUS Stacks, PROFIBUS Interface Cards and FOUNDATION Fieldbus link modules.  It recently became one of the first companies to launch o protocol stack for the new PROFIBUS DP V2 specification. Softing is represented in the UK by Hitex (OPC products and developer kits, CAN and DeviceNet products).  It is a member of the OPC DX working group,. which is developing an interface to allow differing fieldbus protocols to exchange data, and is a member of the PROFInet core team.

