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PROFIBUS NETWORK ANALYZER NOW HAS DP-V2 DECODING

On-line tool enables de-bugging of Motion Control applications
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Softing’s unique PROFIBUS Analyzer, for investigating bus traffic during the commissioning, debugging and maintenance of PROFIBUS networks, has been enhanced to accommodate the latest PROFIBUS DP-V2 protocol.

PROFIBUS DP-V2 brings additional functionality to PROFIBUS networks by incorporating features such as isochronous bus cycles, lateral communication between slaves and time synchronization, used mainly in Motion Control applications.

The Analyzer is a PC-based tool used in conjunction with a PROFIBUS master card to display and process bus communication parameters and states graphically, enabling quick understanding and isolation of network problems without requiring detailed protocol knowledge.  It allows easy interpretation of all bus states and allows timing issues to be resolved quickly. A basic analysis of network traffic is obtained by simply pressing a button. Beyond that the Analyzer has numerous capabilities, including an organized overview of deviations from set point cycle times, with filter and trigger functions to help isolate specific PROFIBUS services.   The Analyzer guarantees targeted trouble-shooting and fast and efficient detection of communication problems – at all data rates up to 12 Mbs.

This new version of the Analyzer is characterized by plaintext decoding of DP-V2 frames.   It can be used with Windows 98, NT, 2000 and XP.
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Softing overview: Softing, founded in 1979, is based in Munich and employs approximately 150 development engineers. It is widely regarded as one of the leading automation software companies in the world though its contribution to technology has mainly been ‘behind the scenes’.  Softing’s origins lie in automotive electronics but in recent years it has focussed on industrial automation and played a significant role in developing international automation Standards such as PROFIBUS, FOUNDATION Fieldbus, OPC and IEC 61131-3. It has also developed a variety of control and automation packages which are sold under well-known brand names in the process automation arena.  Capitalising on this background Softing launched 4CONTROL in 1998, based entirely on open, standard technologies offering powerful, cost-effective and versatile solutions for process, factory and building automation applications.  4CONTROL is browser-based and Internet-friendly with many automated features that make it very easy to configure, use and integrate. A Synergy Partner Program that is both product- and applications-based includes SAP integration, Energy Management software, Remote I/O and Motion Control, enabling 4CONTROL to be a full system solution capable of working enterprise-wide. Softing also supplies CAN, CANOpen and DeviceNet cards, OPC Servers, PROFIBUS Stacks, PROFIBUS Interface Cards and FOUNDATION Fieldbus link modules.  It recently became one of the first companies to launch o protocol stack for the new PROFIBUS DP V2 specification. Softing is represented in the UK by Hitex (OPC products and developer kits, CAN and DeviceNet products).  It is a member of the OPC DX working group,. which is developing an interface to allow differing fieldbus protocols to exchange data, and is a member of the PROFInet core team.

