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‘WORLD FIRST’ FOR DEVON FIRST TEAM ON SATURDAY?
Hatherleigh Football Club debuts new football kit sporting one of UK’s oldest brand names
A ‘world first’ is on the cards for a Devon Football Team on Saturday 5th March at 3pm when it kicks off against WestExe Rovers wearing it’s brand new team kit, sponsored by a local shop dedicated to selling products from Spode, one of England’s oldest and most respected china companies. 
The team is being sponsored by Tussie Mussie Spode, a unique Show House for selling new Spode china. As well as the Tussie Mussie logo, the new kit features the 200-years old ‘Spode’ brand. 
Said Tussie Mussie owner Pam Hodgkinson. “Spode doesn’t sponsor sport but because of our special working relationship they agreed that we could use the logo.  It’s one of England’s oldest brand names and so far as we can tell it’s not appeared on a football shirt before.  Thus we claim a ‘first’ for Hatherleigh!”

Hatherleigh Football Club’s First Team will wear their new kit, sponsored by Tussie Mussie Spode china shop, for the first time on Saturday 5th, when they play at the Hatherleigh Football Ground on the Okehampton road.  

Continued Pam :“ My shop is also my ‘Show House’ selling new Spode from a real house. When Team Manager Roy Smith first approached us he said that they are normally sponsored by a big brewery. However, he felt, and I agreed, that a truly local sponsor would be better. I hope the lads feel a certain amount of pride when they play in their new Tussie Mussie kit as they will not only be promoting our shop but they'll also be waving a big flag for Hatherleigh and for Spode.”

Tussie Mussie Spode moved its headquarters to Hatherleigh in December, when Pam and husband Geoff moved to Devon.  Pam, who pioneered the Show House concept in 1995 from her original shop based in Hampshire, now runs the Hatherleigh shop.  The Show House concept allows customers to browse a real house, with Spode products displayed as they would be in a real home. This makes selection a more rewarding experience and ensures that purchases can be seen as they will eventually be used.  Says Pam: “I love Spode and I believe it should be seen in real home situations, not on cold glass shelves along with a million other china ranges. We know that customers really appreciate the specialist expertise we provide and now we are offering the same shopping experience to Devon customers. It’s already working. Our web site shows up top in all the Internet Search engines so we are getting people coming in from all over the county.”
Spode makes a huge range of giftware, tableware and overware, at prices starting from about £5. Tussie Mussie Spode is open Tuesday to Saturday, from 10am to 5pm.
Ends

TEXT PLUS LOGOS FROM WWW.GGH.CO.UK > ‘CLIENT AREA’ > ‘TUSSIE MUSSIE’)
PHOTOGRAPHS: The team will be available on Saturday 5th at 2.30pm at the Hatherleigh Football Ground, Kick off is at 3pm so the kit will still be pristine! The team warms up at 2pm.  Pam Tussie Mussie will wear the new shirt for photographs.
HOW TO GET THERE: The Hatherleigh Football Ground is on the Okehampton to Hatherleigh Road, on the outskirts of the town.
ABOUT THE NEW KIT:  The new kit is a full strip - shirts, shorts, socks, special goalie stuff, training vests, the works and printed in two colours with the words TUSSIE MUSSIE across the chest and the Spode logo underneath.  Tussie Mussie allocated a budget of £400 and the team were able to buy 15 sets. There was some cash left over so 35 pairs of socks were also bought as Roy told us those always wear out first!   The team is doing well and Tussie Mussie Spode is hoping the new strip will boost morale so they win their league and get promoted.  A presentation of Spode china will be made to the team at the end of the season.

NEED A QUOTE FROM SPODE? email Mike Pokora who's the Sales and Marketing Director on mikepokora@spode.co.uk, or call Spode on 01782 744011.   Spode is one of the oldest china companies in England and is still operating on its original site in Stoke on Trent, with product truly ‘Made in England’.
CONTACT PAM TUSSIE MUSSIE : 01837 811280 (shop) or 018837 851253 (home) or by email: pam@onlyspode.com or 07786 436356 (mobile)
CONTACT ROY SMITH : roysmith@hatherleigh2.freeserve.co.uk or 01837 810476
THIS ISSUED BY : Geoff Hodgkinson, GGH Marketing Communications, 1, West Street, Titchfield, Hants, PO14 4DH Tel: 01329 846166; Fax: 01329 512063 or mobile 07831 138318. email: geoff@ggh.co.uk; web: www.ggh.co.uk 
All Spode trade marks and copyrights acknowledged.
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